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SUBJECT : GDR VISIT OF FRENCH FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER SEGARD 

1. HEADING A LARGE DELEGATION OF GOVERNEMENT AND INDUSTRY 
REPRESENTATIVES, FRECH FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER NORBERT 
SEGARD SPENT THREE BUSY DAYS IN BERLIN JULY 9-1 1 WITH 

GDR GOVERNMENT AND FOREIGN TRADE OFFICIALS. THE VISIT, 

WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE INVITATION OF GDR FOREIGN TRADE 
MINISTER SOELLE, PROVIDED A FRAMEWORK FOR INTENSIVE 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN FRANCH INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES AND 
THEIR GDR CONTACTS, ESPECIALLY IN CHEMICAL PRODUCTION, 
METALLURGY, AND MOTOR VEHICLE PRODUCTION. 

2. ACCORDING TO A COMMUNIQUE ISSED AT THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE VISIT, SEGARD SIGNED A FIVE-YEAR TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT CHARACTERIZED AS A SHARPENING 
OF THE LONG-TERM BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON ECONOMIC, 
INDUSTRIAL, AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION REACHED IN JULY 
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INTENSIFIED COOPERATION IN THE NEAR TERM. 

3. DURING THE VISIT COMMERICAL AGREEMENTS WERE SIGNED 
BETWEEN GDR FOREIGN TRADE ORGANIZATIONS AND FRECH 
FIRMS CREUZOT LOIRA ENTERPRISES, RHONE-POULENC, 
PONT-A-MOUSSON/ST. GOBAIN. AND VALLOUREC. WE UNDERSTAND 
ALSO THAT TALKS WENT ON BETWEEN FRENCH AND GDR AUTO 
INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE SHOPPING FOR FOREIGN 
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE FOR A NEW GDR 
PASSENGER CAR. BESIDES BILATERAL TECHNICAL COOPERATION, 
GDR REPRESENTATIVES WERE ALSO ANXIOUS TO DISCUSS JOINT 
PROJECTS IN THIRD COUNTRIES. 

4. THE FRECH AMBASSADOR HERE HAS REMARKED TO US THAT 
ANY INCREASE IN TRADE WITH THE GDR WOULD PERFORCE BE 
MODEST. DE CHALVRON SAID THE POSSIBILITY OF A JOINT 
VENTURE IN A STEEL PLANT IN SYRIA HAD BEEN 

DISCUSSED. HE SAID THAT SEGARD HAD BEEN COURTEOUSLY AND 
PROPERLY RECEIVED BY CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS SINDERMANN, BUT THAT FONMIN FISCHER HAD SPENT 
NEARLY THE ENTIRE HOUR OF SEGARD'S CALL CRITICIZING 
FRANCE FOR CATERING TO "THIRD STATES" IN ITS POSITION ON 
THE NATIONALITY QUESTION IN CONSULAR CONVENTION 
NEGOTIATIONS. A RATHER IRRITATED SEGARD TOLD FISCHER 
SEVERAL TIMES DURING THIS EXCHANGE THAT CONSULAR 
CONVENTION NEGOTIATIONS WERE NOT WITHIN HIS AREA OF 
RESPONSIBILITY. COOPER 
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